
   Riverdale  Kingsbridge Academy
  9th Grade Parent Orientation

August 28, 2024



IMPORTANT PEOPLE
• Ms. O’Mara- Principal
• Ms. Lustig – HS AP for all organizational issues
• Mr. Scholz and Ms. Orozco – Subject Area Leaders
• Mr. DiCanio – 10th and 11th Grade Dean
• Ms. Lewis – 9th and 12th Grade Dean
• Ms. Prado- COSA All activities
• Mr. Edmond- Athletic Director
• Ms. Byrd -School Counselor (Last Names A-Gn)
• Ms. Payne- School Counselor (Last names Go- Pa)
• Ms. Lockhart– School  Counselor (Last Names Pb-Z)
• Ms. Prince – Parent Coordinator
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What is happening today? :
- Students travel around school with a Team Tiger member

- Visit classrooms
- Tour
- Meet guidance counselors, deans
- Select a locker

- Families stay here in Auditorium for presentation and Q & A
- Students will join us at roughly 11:15/11:30
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agenda :
- Introductions
- General Information, Policies and Procedures
- Graduation Requirements and Academics
- Activities
- Contact Information

- Questions- Please hold all questions until the end of each 
section
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About RKA :
- Mascot: Tiger and Colors: Blue and Gold
- Mission Statement

The Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy is a community of learners embracing diversity  and educating 
young minds to meet the challenges of their world today and tomorrow.  We create an environment of 
academics, arts, athletics and activities that engages all  students to learn and collaborate together so they 
can become creative, independent,  critical thinkers who embody a life-long love of learning.  

- Vision Statement- We at the Riverdale/ Kingsbridge Academy envision…  

- Rigorous Instruction that challenges, supports and   inspires a diversity of students; Supportive      
Environment that instills in our diverse students, staff    and families a  sense  of pride, belonging and    
accountability to one  another; Collaborative Teachers  who communicate and elevate one another to benefit 
the  students, the school, and the profession; Effective      School Leadership which is responsive to the 
trends, needs, and data of our students’ successes and challenges; Strong Family and Community Ties 
which create opportunities for and enhance our  students, school and community.  

…a school community that students, staff, families and alumni are proud to call  “home.”
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It is important to utilize different avenues of communication with the 
school. 

The school counselors will communicate with your child via email. It 
is important and your child’s responsibility to read and respond 

(when necessary).

Frequent emails and texts to families 

Grade Level Google classroom will be used to post information about 
upcoming events and other important items 

Jupiter Ed for classroom marks and email

Students have been advised to communicate with their teachers 
often; and to NOT wait until the last minute.

Ways to Communicate:
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Arrival Procedures:  
● High School- Independence btwn 236/ 237- “E” 
● Doors open at 8:15am 
● Students MAY NOT bring FOOD or OPEN DRINKS to school. All food must be 

consumed before the start of the day
● PD 1 begins at 8:20 You must be in your seat by that time or you are considered late!
● 3 Latenesses will result in lunch detention and parent contact
● Excessive lateness will result in loss of privileges 
● Breakfast is available at 7:50 in the cafeteria

◦ Dismissal Procedures: 
● Students are dismissed at  2:40 pm 
● Leave from the nearest exit to their pd 8 class



POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
UPON ENTERING THE BUILDING:

● Hats & Hoodies OFF!
● Ear buds and headphones OFF!
● Phones IN POUCHES!
● Bathroom- ONE PASS - One student at a time leaves the room for the 

bathroom
○ Students use bathrooms on the floor they are on 

● No outside food will be brought up and/or eaten in classrooms!
● Although we are not a uniform school, we have a dress code policy which 

must be adhered to. Clothing should be “APPROPRIATE” for a school 
setting
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CELL PHONE  POLICY 
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Tools your child can use to  help with time management.e

- Utilize a planner or actively use your Google calendar 

- Always input important dates, class schedule time, deadlines on your planner/calendar

- Create a To-Do List to figure out what’s the most important and due the soonest

- Create and set up a daily schedule that may include; study time, homework time, personal 
time and break time (Yes, we all need a little break (10-15 minutes) to practice Self-Care) 

- Set alarms and reminders (you don’t want to be late) for school and/or deadlines. 
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As per  NYCPS Policy, your child is expected to have at least 90% 
attendance overall.  Attendance is taken in every class. 1st period is where 

the daily attendance is taken. You will be notified each day your child is 
marked absent for the day or from individual classes. 

       Students are responsible for completing all missed   
assignments/homework when they return to school.

  

ATTENDANCE
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● 8:20 AM- 2:40 PM
● 4 Day Cycle
● Cycle Days Marked on Calendar
● Some classes meet every day and some every other day

  

Daily Schedule
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Week 1 Labor Day First day of 
school/ Day 
1

Day 2

Week 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

Week 3 Day 4 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4



  

Sample student program
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★ Breakfast available 7:50 AM- 8:15 AM in Cafeteria
★ Grab and Go Breakfast for late students
★ Hot and cold lunch available 
★ Universal meals
★ 5 lunch periods; Separate lunches for grades
★ May bring own lunch
★ Composting program

  

Food Service
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Arrival & Dismissal
★ Separate HS Entrance Independence and 236th
★ Choices: OMNY card, bike, drop off  or walk
★ OMNY card is based on address
★ Distributed on first day of school

  

Transportation
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○ We “dress” for gym
○ RKA t-shirt, sneakers, and athletic bottoms (shorts 

or pants
○ Place phone and “street” clothes in a locker- and 

LOCK IT!
○ Participate in gym class
○ Change back into “street” clothes at the end of class
○ Can leave gym clothes in small gym locker (or take 

them home and wash them!)
  

Physical Education
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INSTRUCTION
× All using @NYCStudents.net for classes, GC
× 9th Grade Level GC code -eaukmmg
× Mix of traditional and computer based schoolwork
× Need supplies and device- A phone is not a device!
× Student Help Desk/Device request in Grade level GC and                     

Link on RKA website
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https://classroom.google.com/c/Mzc3OTk1MTI3ODY2?cjc=eaukmmg
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSewxseAj39RwT55YHANT0pfrAJHwGF8nk7drrv_yKZCcTo4Rw/viewform


Differences between middle school and high school

High school 
counselors will work 
with your child for 4 
years which helps 
them to get to know 
your child and write 
the recommendation 
letters senior year for 
college.

Credits are earned 
each term. Any failed 
class is a class that 
needs to be made up, 
either in PM school, 
Summer School or, if 
possible, in the 
regular day school 
schedule.

Starting in 9th grade 
students are building 
their transcripts for 
post high school 
plans. Colleges will be 
looking at 9th, 10th 
and 11th grade 
academics when they 
apply senior year, 
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High School Promotional Standards
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• 8 Credits: 
• Promotion from 9th to 10th Grade

• 20 Credits: 
• Promotion from 10th to 11th Grade but must earn min. 4 credits in 

English and 4 credits in Social Studies
• 30 Credits: 

• Promotion from 11th to 12th Grade
• 44 Credits Plus NYS Regents exam requirements 

• Graduate from High School 



CREDIT REQUIREMENTS
• English 8 credits = 4 years

• Math              6 credits = 3 years
○ Including 2 credits of Algebra and at least 2 credits of advanced math (e.g. Geometry or 

Algebra II) 
• Social Studies   8 credits = 4 years

○ Including Global Studies 1-4,
US History 1 and 2, Participation in

      Government, and Economics
• Science 6 credits = 3 years

○ Including 4 credits in lab science

• Foreign Lang  2-6 credits (min.2 credits required for graduation)

• Art/Music 2 credits

• Physical Ed. 8 Terms

• Health 1 credit

• Electives 3-7 credits
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Regents Diploma Requirements
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Pass 5 Regents exams with a 65+ or a waiver ( 4 + 1)

1. English (ELA)
2. Math
3. 1 Social Studies Regents
4. 1 Science Regents 

PLUS + 1
1 Additional Math Regents  
OR
1 Additional Science Regents  OR
1 Additional Social Studies Regents
OR LOTE Exam

In all courses that terminate in a Regents exam, the Regents 
grade will count as the final exam and 10% of the final 

semester grade.
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ADVANCED Regents Diploma Requirements
Must Pass 9 exams with a 65+

1. ELA Common Core
2. Algebra 1 
3. US History Regents
4. Global Studies Regents
5. Geometry 
6. Algebra II Regents
7. Science Regents
8. 1 additional science Regents
9. Foreign Language (LOTE)
• In all courses that terminate in a Regents exam, the Regents grade will 

count as the final exam and 10% of the final grade. 



Students who have an Individualized educational Plan (iEP):

- Students are required to earn the same 44 credits. 
- Local Diploma 55+ on one or more of the 5 required 

Regents exams.
- Regents diploma 65+ on the 5 required Regents exams.
- Students who attend high school for 4 years and meet 

the goals of their IEP, but do not pass the required 
exams may be transitioned to Acces-VR (NYSED) for 
educational / vocational training services OR choose to 
remain in school.
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ELECTIVES- UPPER CLASS STUDENTS HAVE MORE CHOICES; 
OPTIONS VARY YEAR TO YEAR

• Statistics
• Africana Studies
• Journalism 
• Mythology
• Business & Finance
• Pre College Math
• Marketing & Media
• Weather and Climate
• Bioethics
• Business & Finance

• Anatomy & Physiology
• Ceramics 
• Painting Through History
• Drama
• College Writing
• Global Conflict & 

Resolution
• Criminal Law/Civil Law
• Pre-Calculus
• Anthropology
• Forensics
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AP Courses 
• Art- 2D, 3D and 

Drawing
• English Literature
• English Language
• US History
• Calculus
• Pre Calculus
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• Biology
• Psychology
• Spanish Language
• Environmental 

Science
• African American 

Studies
• Seminar
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Recommended College Timeline from College Board



Community Service & Honor Society:
❖ Community Service Hours Requirements for Graduation:

❖ Class of 2028= 40 hours
❖ If you need a service log to keep track of your hours, you can pick one up outside of 

room 306

❖ Honor Society:
❖ Guidelines have changed significantly this year for honor society to incorporate more 

student-led related activities and meetings
❖ 9th grade students must maintain their academics within the 85% or above 

cumulative GPA for both terms this year, to work towards their invitation to join 
Honor Society in their Sophomore year
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Plan ahead to meet 
academic, attendance, 

and physical 
requirements!

PSAL Sports (Grades 9 - 12)

Fall (AUG-Nov)
● B & G Cross Country
● B & G Soccer
● Girls Volleyball  

● 14 Varsity teams

Winter (Nov - Feb)
● B & G Basketball
● Coed Wrestling
● Coed cheerleading* 

Spring (March - JUne)
● Boys Baseball
● Girls Softball
● B & G Track & Field
● Coed golf 
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PSAL Sports - Academic & conduct Requirements
● Pass 5 Classes and Physical Education (5+1)
● 10 credits earned in the previous two semesters
● 65% GpA or Higher
● 90% Attendance (No more than 2 absences per MP
● RKA - Class cuts, Sitting For exams, Dean referrals 
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PSAL Sports - Medical Requirements
● All students must be medically cleared by a doctor before 

trying out for a sport
● Fully Cleared vs. Cleared with RAA
● Stamped, Dated, and Signed by provider

○ Must use PSAL FORM
● EXam Date (not Today’s date)

○ ExampLe: Exam date - 10/06/23
Expires on 10/31/24
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PSAL Sports - Level of tryout competition
 High

Cheerleading (80)
Volleyball (60)

Moderate
Boys basketball (50)
Baseball (50)
Softball (50)

Low
Soccer (20)
Girls basketball (20)
Golf (10)

OPEN
Outdoor Track & Field
Cross country running
Coed Wrestling

( ) = # of students for 6-8 
roster spots
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Notable athletes

   Fabio Preka               Jacob Ireland             Samantha Rosette    Caroline McDonough        Ulysses Luciano
    Buffalo U                    Columbia U                         Virginia u Fordham U   St. mIchael’s
                                      Villanova u          UMES

   Brooklyn FC



PSAL INDIVidual Access program (IAP)
● Playing at another school for sport not offered at RKA
● Niche sports - Ideal for students with outside interests

○ Swimming, Lacrosse, Football, Gymnastics, Fencing
● Students must apply a full Season in Advance (every year)
● RKA is not responsible for TRavel
● PLayers have to meet requirements of both schools
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× Club Fair on 9/23
× Start on 09/24, meet every other week Parents 

give consent
× Clubs include: Science Olympiad, Museum Club, 

Girls Inc., Book Club, Social Justice Club, Write to 
Roar, Key Club, Debate Club and much more!
× Encourage your child to join and get involved!

EXTRACURRICULAR CLUBS



Your contact person:
Mrs. Prado in Rm. B24

Activities 
9th Grade

@rkaactivities

Run for Student 
Government!

  President      Vice President
       Treasurer      Secretary

We have fun 
events planned 
throughout 
the year! 

First one will 
be our annual 
HALLOWEEN 

DANCE!
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October 18- HS Picture Day



Earn tiger tokens for positive behavior!

TIGER TOKENS

PBISREWARDS.com

You can track your progress on 
the APP!

tickets to events!
Snack

s!

school supplies
! 

Tiger token parties! 
gift cards!

Redeem your points for prizes 
during LUNCH on Tuesdays!

Field
 Trip

s!



College Services
College Fair

College Rep visits
Opportunities Fair

Trips
SCior

FAFSA Nights
Individual support

 



 

Ms. Byrd

9th-12th Grades Last Names A-Gn

jbyrd2@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. Payne                                      
9th-12th Grades, Last Names Go-Pa                                                                

mpayne3@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. Lockhart

9th-12th Grades Last Names Pb-Z

slockhartlee@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. Riverapen and Ms. Gordian                                        

Counseling In Schools       

mailto:jbyrd2@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:mpayne3@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:slockhart@schools.nyc.gov


fRIENDLY rEMINDERS:
- Your child should check their grade level google classroom daily for 

important announcements. 
- yOUR CHILD SHOULD READ ALL EMAILS SENT TO THEM. 
- yOUR CHILD SHOULD SCHEDULE TO MEET WITH THEIR TEACHERS TO RECEIVE ADDITIONAL 

ACADEMIC SUPPORT.
- Students and Parents can reset Email passwords themselves
- PLEASE CHECK THE RKA WEBSITE OFTEN FOR UPDATES: WWW.RKA141.ORG
- Students and parents should check www.jupitered.com for class level information
- Parents and students can  utilize the NYSCA website to access information 

about your child https://www.schoolsaccount.nyc/
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http://www.rka141.org
http://www.jupitered.com
https://www.schoolsaccount.nyc/


Parents/Guardians…
Have YOU?
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• - Checked our website regularly (www.RKA141.org) for updates?

• - Registered and checked  NYCSA 

• - Received Ms. Prince’s emails (Parent Coordinator)?
• If not, please email her with your child’s name and grade 

jprince4@schools.nyc.gov so you can receive emails with important and 
updated  information.  Transitioning over to DOE GAMA (Grades, Attendance, 
Messaging App soon.  Stay tuned!)

https://www.rka141.org/
http://www.rka141.org
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/student-journey/nyc-schools-account#jump-to-heading-6
mailto:jprince4@schools.nyc.gov


Parents/Guardians…
Will YOU?
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• - Fill out and submit your Emergency Contact Card (available in Spanish as 
well). This is how we can communicate with you. It’s very important to have 
your updated telephone number and email, this can be updated in NYCSA 

• - Fill out the Family Income Inquiry form: (even if your child does not eat school 
lunch, please complete)

• https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/PickDistrict

• -Check Jupiter regularly?
• - Join the RKA141PA@gmail.com
•

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVVoyTNDEqANRqJgBbiW3TgNzJh1Oljry8o5Gfo-o_7Xqldw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtsB1YR8GxIK6jQXRfuAAnu6rGQgaarLlxzia1eztg6tyvIQ/viewform
https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/PickDistrict
mailto:RKA141PA@gmail.com


Administration/Support Team

Ms. Prince (Parent Coordinator)

Email is: jprince4@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. Lewis (9th & 12th  Grade Dean)

Email is: klewis3@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. O’Mara- Principal

Email is: lomara@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. Lustig- HS Assist. Prin

Email is: slustig2@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. Orozco- Instructional Coach

Email is: Rorozco@schools.nyc.gov

Mr. DiCanio (10th & 11th  Grade 
Dean)

Email is: RDicanio@schools.nyc.gov

Mr. Scholz- Assistant Principal

Email is: escholz@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. Miller MS Assist. Prinl

Email is: smiller43@schools.nyc.gov



Links & Resources:
(click on each to open to the page)

❏ How to Read my Child’s 
Transcript:
❏ By Semester
❏ By Subject

❏ Graduation Requirements
❏ RKA Website
❏ CollegeBoard College Timeline for  

Sophmores

❏ CollegeBoard College  
Timeline for Juniors

❏ NACAC Virtual College Fair  
Registration

❏ Career Exploration
❏ Big Future Scholarships

https://cdn-blob-prd.azureedge.net/prd-pws/docs/default-source/default-document-library/how-to-read-a-transcript.pdf
https://cdn-blob-prd.azureedge.net/prd-pws/docs/default-source/default-document-library/how-to-read-a-permanent-record-english.pdf
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/student-journey/graduation-requirements
https://www.rka141.org/re-opening-september.html
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/CollegePlanning/media/pdf/BigFuture-College-Planning-9th-10th-Graders.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/CollegePlanning/media/pdf/BigFuture-College-Planning-9th-10th-Graders.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/CollegePlanning/media/pdf/BigFuture-College-Planning-Calendar-Juniors.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/CollegePlanning/media/pdf/BigFuture-College-Planning-Calendar-Juniors.pdf
https://www.nacacattend.org/fairs
https://www.nacacattend.org/fairs
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
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